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was in theory wound up, but its most important members went into
hiding in the mountains. In the course of the next year or two, instruc-
tional schools were established in the countries of the Lower Danube,
where Communists were trained by Russian and Czech officers before
being sent to Greece to cany on an underground movement A Free
Greece radio station, established in Yugoslavia, announced the formation
of a Greek democratic force in the mountains of Greece, and Greek
Communists in considerable numbers joined the Greek Democratic
Army to which the foreign trainees had been recruited. (It is, of course,
always important to remember that the word 'democratic' as used by the
Communists means something quite different from its connotation in
Western Europe.) Before long Greece was in the throes of a civil war in
which the Communists received ill-concealed Russian support. They had
also the advantage of being able to retire into adjacent Communist coun-
tries when things went against them. Fighting between the Greek army
and the Communists continued throughout most of 1949 and over a
hundred thousand casualties occurred*
By October of that year it was clear that the government was getting
the upper hand and without any consultation with the rebels themselves
Radio Free Greece announced the end of hostilities.
The underground Communist organization was nevertheless main-
tained. Finance was provided by means of an elaborate system of smug-
gling funds in from abroad and a very widespread spy ring was organized,
primarily for the purpose of preparing for another Communist rising at a
more propitious time. The key men in the organizations were a French-
man named Economeau, who had previously been employed by the
U.S.S.R. to train French Communists in Poland; Nicholas Vavoudes, a
former Signals officer on the staff of the U.S.S.R. Military Mission to
Greece during the War; and a very wealthy Greek Communist Demetrius
Batses. As appeared at the trial of the conspirators later, the entire net-
work was controlled by the U.S.S.R. Military Intelligence authority, who
apparently also maintained a quite independent espionage system of their
own. Thanks to great pertinacity on the part of the Greek Security
Police the network was discovered and after the execution or imprison-
ment of the leaders of the movement, it disintegrated. Greece in fact
witnessed the only Communist failure in South East Europe, but the im-
portant thing for our purpose is that the attempted subversion was carried
out in a country with which the U.S.S.R. was at peace.
A few years later a complicated Russian underground network was
uncovered in Sweden, The story of it would make an excellent thriller,